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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much work has been done to document 
valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note 
“Traditional medicinal knowledge about Coffee Green Bug Coccus viridis Gr. (Hemiptera: Coccidae) feeding on Mahkua (Ageratum 
conyzoides L.) in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research document available through 
pankajoudhia.com. 
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Mahakua (Ageratum conyzoides) grows as wasteland weed in Chhattisgarh. The farmers have kept this herb in the category of medicinal weeds. The 
natives and traditional healers are also aware of its medicinal properties and uses. I have mentioned in previous article that the insects feeding on 
Ageratum are considered as medicinal insect and used in treatment of many common diseases. Coffee Green Bug uses Ageratum as alternate host. 
During the Ethno-entomological surveys conducted in different parts of Chhattisgarh, in recent past, I have observed that the traditional healers of 
Northern Chhattisgarh use this insect as medicinal insect. The full fed bugs are used both internally as well as externally. Ageratum leaves are 
considered as promising styptic. When the traditional healers get injuries during visit to forest, they simply rub the crushed leaves on injured parts. It 
stops the bleeding effectively. The leaves with bugs are considered more promising. The healers use the leaves with bug in form of decoction to wash 
the old wounds. Bugs are also used alone. Many traditional healers add the bugs in dry powder form in popular herbal combinations used in treatment 
of fevers. But as other promising alternatives are available, it is used less commonly. The traditional healers specialized in treatment of Mirgi 
(Epilepsy) use the bugs externally. The dry bugs are burned and fumes are directed towards the patients. It is considered as one of the promising 
treatment during attack. The bugs are also used with leaves in same way. The traditional healers are not aware of its other medicinal uses. These 
traditional uses are limited to Northen parts of Chhattisgarh only. The healers of other regions are not much aware of these uses. 


In reference literatures, Coffee Green bug is not mentioned as medicinal insect. This research article is the first written document on this important 
aspect. 


New Comments added on June, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 5000 Formulations in which Coccus viridis collected from Ageratum is used as 
important ingredient. Most of these Formulations are used in treatment of diseases of nervous system. In Anacardium, Semecarpus and Moringa 
based Formulations it is added as tertiary ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of Epilepsy and very popular among the Traditional 
Healers. Coccus viridis is added as secret ingredient. In Rhus, Lannea and Mangifera based Formulations it is added as quaternary ingredient. These 
Formulations are used at early stages of diseases. In Aeschynomene, Butea, Habenaria and Solanum based Formulations it is added as quinary 
ingredient. In Cajanus, Cicer and Clitoria based Formulations for patients with poor vitality Coccus viridis is added as senary ingredient. In 
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Dumasia, Pueraria, Erythrina and Flemingia based Formulations it is added as septenary ingredient. These Formulations are used in early stages of 
Epilepsy. In Indigofera, Lathyrus and Dolichos based Formulations it is added as Octonary ingredient. In Mucuna, Psoralea and Pongamia based 
Formulations it is added as nonary ingredient. In Medicinal Rice Tenduphool based Formulations it is added as denary ingredient. For information 
on complete Formulations and dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 
Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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